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Uggool, the Ombudsman and K.I1.O.

those conditions could possibly have been ful

Dear Sir,
With reference (o your aricle, front page, Mayo  filled? Who can dispute that this entire locality is a5 declaring a right-of-way has been blocked. This
MAYO News, May 31, *Co. Council censured for delay in  virtually free from visitors forat least sixmonthoof 1« something that only a Judge and Jury could
.. accessing beach', I wish to express my disgustand ~ every year, Surely he was also aware that in the decide afterhaving heard the evidence of all parties
Indeed the disgust and anger of the entire local absence of a public right-of-way, the planning (o the dispute. Yet this supposedly honest broker
Dear Sir, rdened with a Y, at the utterly one-sided hand| the  authorities had no powertoinsist on styles or other didn't bother to talk to the farmer concerned, or
Mayo is a county burdened WL % | issue by the Ombudsman public access indeed to the local people who have supported the
history, in recent decades, ';’-;m of || Thegeneral publicholds the Office of the Ombuds- The report becomes even more fanciful as it goes  landowner all along and who, after all, ought to
decisions. The - || man in high esteem, with the Ombudsman being ~ on and claims that the fencing continues at ctsan. kaw e theos are and are not rights-of-way in
this failure of local govem_m:;‘;d Socls Vviewed as an honest broker, supposedly defending points on to the foreshore and public beach. The their area.
cally Mayo County Council, day,Le.: || herights of ordinary people. Since when did this  location of the fence 1s a matter of fact fat can b Had the Ombudsman looked at the facts he would
ndvbiﬁ)n”ﬂlﬁml]"ﬂ'] e office become a tool for pressure groups? By all easily éstablished by any suitably qualified engi- quickly have realised that had the landowner ap-
ted lakes and rivers, || means investigate the issue, but after a three-year - neer, so there is no excuse for this factual error. plied for planning permission for the fence, the
deteriorating tap-water quality and ne expects a ive report  Why was he not aware that the fence had been planning authority would have no option but to
beauty spots blighted by ill-sited dwell- || that has considered the difficulties and indeed the ~ inspected by the Dept. of the Marine staff who grantit, whichis. probably why nobody in authority
ings and other buildings. legal rights of all parties to the dispute. found that it was on the farmer’s land. Certainly - ever made the request and consequently the fence
m%muﬁ;wy(l’ages ]n.scle?rfmmu;:Omhuﬁsrgamsseckingnpm-m K.LO. (Keep Ireland Open) were aware of rl;ls s and e ar;}:llcog?'l_ fcnc;h )

24) several elected council- ar result from his so-called investigation and says development. Why publish such a damaging alle- t is regrettable that the Office of the Ombuds-
:::p:;ﬂmnwhmgmnm that in the Uggool case the Co. Council claimed gation Yvnhom chECEmg the facts. man has been demeaned in this way. Was the
above, should be seen as a hopefut they would have difficulties in obtaining this suc-  The Ombudsman then goes on to say ‘The con-  Ombudsman aware that the Keep Ireland Open
ie.: that [planning offic- || cessful resolution through the courts. This js sim. clusion that the fencing was intended to prevent Organisation who referred the case to him had
ers are refusing to okay an increasing (| ply and solely because they knew the courts would  accese to the pe s is unavoidable’. This despite ~already faken the law into their own hands and

- iy uphol:i‘y the landowner’s legal rights to his private  the fact that the erection of this fence was approved mounted a campaign o}f“ mvasmnfanqllmlmldaflf\ﬂn
as proposed. explanation for this || Property. and grant-aided by the Dept. of Agriculture as part ~ agalnst this farmer and his young family in an effort
a‘smmxm c:xondﬂon is He was not happy with that decision and d offarmi L wghlchlﬁDTonpne.s CRnetis o way. It would appear that they
that it is costing thén money as many |[ © Pursue the matter Surly he was aware that a  of ground praecre o1 spread by hand over the ~ also were aware as Mayo County Council were,
; (o [s;:;pl:als:mdlr:g;slr{ |check co:ld e(s(abhsh éha' the  lands and thatitis clearly necessary toprevent farm  that (hc; \;vould Ihave d‘:)?mm:s&," o::)m:;sng ‘;’h::;
notsubject to any right-of-way and that in livestock from wandering on to the public beach at ~ successful resolution rough the cour
plnnhumﬂﬂlm&bMt BRI 1 sbsence of alegal existing right-of-way, it was ~Silver Strand and on te-the pum.f road. In fact ~ doesall this say about the protection of the rights of
no dNe N ary formembers of I without this fence the landowner would be unable  the individual and how often is this type ofjustice
in their agents. the lands over a specific way on a daily or at least to get public liability insurance for his farm. dispensed in rural Ireland? Well not any longer,
Moybe L am betoe overly cynical || veedy basis for upwards of 30 years without He concludes his report: ‘I am greatly concerned when we are right we are right.
Maybe these cc of the county || reqriction before a public right-of-way could be that this delay on the council’s part has resulted in Yours faithfully,
‘have only the best interests of the com- || cstablisheq. Why did he feel that in such aremote  the loss of access rights for members of the public Walter Davitt,
mq-smmmx:l}w on % location and with the existing tidal restrictions overa10-yearperiod’. This claim that access rights Curradavitt, Louisburgh.
ay
.
oy Recycling Centre
Safety measures SUggested for Westport
’ Dear Sir, Dear Sir, awareness of the wm;:e are Recycliﬁ eent:: are ﬁv:'y,
Cilkes e, There has been a lot of tragic road accidentsin ~ Now that Mayo County producing, are clean, improve efficient Pplaces; they provide
. R recent months and I believe that it is time now for - Council have purchased a big our environment and should jobs and are certainly a better
e v i iti i of fronts. I beli area of land on the outskirts be part of any forward-think- choice than the other options
S cars should be produced that would not be dam- -of Westport, I hope the first ing plans to tackle the mount. being suggested. Things like
ggoo agaln d impact Aspecialtype of carhat - thing it there will bearecy:  ing problem of waste disposal. _batterics which contain dan.
woul bi; cling centre. The fact that a The responsibility of waste gerous chemicals, are irugely
Dear Sii under twenty-five only and in some cases insur- town for so much doesn’t rest only harmful to our environment if
"_' ance should be increased. waste has only one small set of with the Council but is the ob- not disposed of correctly.
Hold it, hold it, Linda Cusack; you assume  Measures to prevent accidents in the home and - bottle havks and those placed ~ligation of us all, We can’t ex-  Recently it has been estab-
some mighty assumptions from the one-sided, on the farm should also be implemented. All dan- inconveniently in the car park pect the mess we are makingto  lished that more than fifty per

gerous substances should be properly labelled and

have been denied s a disgrace, in that itis the same

in the middle of town is obvi-

80 away without changing our cent of Ireland’s water courses

obviously biased, report issued by the Ombuds-
man against one small farmer (Uggool Beach ,

2 kept out of reach of children. All dangerous tools ously far short of what is habits! A compost bin, sepa- are polluted in some way — a
“Mayo News”, 7th June). peeded.

should be kept locked away when notin use and all rating cans and bottles, refus- shocking statistic of which we
unnecessary carrier bags, can hardly be proud. We can

You are insulting the intellect of the Mayo. electrical and plumbing repairs should only be | Buat: materials such as pa- ing
County Council and staff with their i i plastic, etc.,down all play our part in helping to

When per, dboard,

1d be batter- the sink, etc., etc., is easy to reverse this if we establish a

rubble, etc. simply have achieve and might just save the proper recycling programme
beautiful Newport river from — sooner rather than later.

heavy Work is done on the fam o1
kept away from the machinery, much care and ies,
responsibility is always needed to prevent further nowhere to go other than the

supposed inaction: the lack of political reaction
from the Mayo elected persons; or the local small
farmers — very sticky ground!!! Wellington ter-

ritory?? tragedies. tip, adding to the problems of running foul with our waste. It C.J. Brown,

So one-sided; will you be satisfied with one  James A. Corcoran, pollution. Justtakessomeeffortonevery-  Lower Quay,
beach, one farm, one farming family under duress James Street, Kiltimagh, Co. Mayo. Recycling centres raise one’s part. ‘Westport.
— you will not, or neither will the K.1.O.; they <

seek our western nation on its knees!
Fordictatorial reading, try the ‘Farmers Journal
2’, April 22, 2000; you will thenknow what K.L.O.
stand for; and what we must be watchful for in our
future reading, including the blood, guts, and
structure, against the elected Mayo County Coun-
cil, its representatives, and the small farmers —
dialogue, how are you!!!
One is much afraid; the 50 or so small farmers
mlhcvlduxnhdomn:w
Or ias, fair,




